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RSoft Design Group Enhances MetroWAND To Help Service Providers Reduce
Network Operating Costs

MetroWAND 3.1 Can Now Report On End-To-End Availability For A Demand, Given
The MTBF/MTTR Data For The Equipment And Link

July 15, 2003 — Ossining, NY — RSoft Design Group, Inc. (www.rsoftdesign.com), the
market leader in optical design, simulation, and optimization software, today announced
significant enhancements to MetroWAND™, a PC-based network-planning tool
developed for metropolitan and mesh networks. MetroWAND's capabilities enable
network planners, equipment vendors, and service providers to efficiently determine the
impact of new technology on network economics.

MetroWAND has added capability to perform availability analysis and calculate end-to-
end service downtime. Given a network component’s failure characteristics — mean time
to failure (MTTF) and mean time to repair (MTTR) — its availability is estimated. The
tool can be used to input failure characteristics of various network components including
tributary cards, plug-ins, cross-connects, cable, and more. If a user specifies routing
based on maximum availability, the availability values are first used to perform
Maximum Availability Routing. MetroWAND computes and orders paths based on
highest availability (most reliable path) while maintaining all other service constraints.

The availability analysis feature in MetroWAND can be used by network service
providers to model and analyze the reliability of different network architectures like ring,
mesh, point-to-point, and architectures with or without digital cross connects. In addition,
equipment with similar functionality (such as add/drop multiplexers) can be modeled for
different reliability configurations. These reliability values can be used to cost-effectively
configure the equipment in the network to meet all service level agreements (SLAs). In
today's down market, this approach is critical in helping service providers reduce network
operating costs.

The enhancements announced today are currently available in MetroWAND 3.1.
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About RSoft Design Group, Inc.

Offering a comprehensive suite of design and business analysis software solutions to the
telecommunications and photonics industries, RSoft Design Group is the only company
that provides a full range of simulation and planning software and services across the
entire component to network-level hierarchy. The company’s award-winning products are



used by researchers, manufacturers, systems integrators, and service providers to address
design challenges ranging from the physics of component design to the business
implications of planning wired and wireless networks. RSoft Design Group, Inc. is a
privately held corporation with software development offices in New York, New Jersey,
Illinois and Silicon Valley, and global marketing operations in the Pacific Rim, Europe,
and the Middle East. For more information, visit www.rsoftdesign.com.
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