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SSU Develops Unique Learning Experience Using RSoft Design Tools

DALLAS, TX -- Students enrolled in Sonoma State University’s master of science program in the optical engineering area are participating in a unique learning experience using RSoft Design Group’s award-winning physical layer software.   The school officially opened its state-of-the-art photonics lab last month allowing students to simultaneously incorporate their lab and lecture work in a single setting. 

Sonoma State purchased RSoft’s BeamPROP(, FullWAVE(, and LinkSIM( software solutions and is using the tools to help students understand the design and analysis of passive and active integrated optical components and optical communications systems. Students perform real-life simulations and analyses to augment their conceptual understanding of photonic structures. 

“Our goal is to enrich the learning experience of our students with hands-on laboratory experiments by combining real world devices with RSoft’s design tools,” said Dr. Bryant Hichwa, director of Photonics Laboratories at Sonoma State University. “Our students can now fully explore various ‘what if’ experiments using RSoft’s software and then verify their predictions in the lab.“


In addition to using RSoft Design Group’s software solutions, Sonoma State has invited the company’s experts to lecture on specific topics. Dr. Michael Steel, Senior Scientist, will present a special lecture on photonic crystals. Dr. Steel is the principal developer of RSoft’s new BandSOLVE( software, the only design tool for the design and modeling of photonic crystal (PC) structures on the market today.  The software is used both by academic researchers in universities and laboratories as well as by commercial researchers and fabricators of PC components. 

“We’ve always had a strong commitment to the academic community, ever since we introduced BeamPROP, our first product,” said LuAnn Scarmozzino, president of the Physical-Layer Division of RSoft Design Group.  “We are extremely honored that Sonoma State University has chosen RSoft’s tools for their new laboratory.”  

- more -

Sonoma State University is part of the California State University System and has consistently ranked #1 in the percentage of physics majors to its total enrollment within the 23-campuses.  Sonoma State University opened Salazar Hall last month, a state-of-the-art building housing 16,000 sq. ft. of laboratories and more than $2.5 million in equipment for use by the university’s students.  The equipment in the labs was donated by telecommunications companies including Optical Coating Laboratory (parent company JDS Uniphase), Agilent Technologies, and Advanced Fibre Communications, among others.

About RSoft Design Group, Inc. 
Offering a comprehensive suite of design and business analysis software solutions to the telecommunications and photonics industries, RSoft Design Group is the only company that provides a full range of simulation and planning software and services across the entire component to network-level hierarchy.  The company’s award-winning products are used by researchers, manufacturers, systems integrators, and service providers to address design challenges ranging from the physics of component design to the business implications of planning wired and wireless networks.  Formed by the recent merger of RSoft, Inc. and Network Design Tools, Inc., RSoft Design Group, Inc. is a privately held corporation with software development offices in New York, New Jersey, Illinois and Silicon Valley, and global marketing operations in the Pacific Rim, Europe, and the Middle East. For more information, visit www.rsoftdesign.com. 
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