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RSoft Design Group’s MetroWAND Makes Metro Mesh Migration Easy

To Mesh or Not to Mesh, That is the Question…

DALLAS, TX -- As network operators look to migrate their ring-based optical backbones to more hybrid architectures, there needs to be a simpler way to look at existing and proposed infrastructure and services.  RSoft Design Group today addressed that need with the introduction of a mesh architecture enhancement to it’s MetroWAND software, making it the only commercial ring and mesh tool to address the complex multi-service nature of metro network design.

With continued debate over which architecture - ring or mesh - is best suited for implementation in metropolitan networks, deciding whether to mesh or not to mesh has become an increasingly confusing concern. While metropolitan rings are widely deployed, well studied, and provide sub-second restoration, mesh topologies offer more efficient use of capacity, re-routes around failed links, and flexible wavelength services.  MetroWAND, Version 3.0, determines whether ring or mesh is the right choice by building a cost-optimized network factoring in protected, unprotected, and preemptible equipment and demands, as well as various restoration schemes. 

“MetroWAND is such a flexible tool because it considers different parameters including capacity, grade of service and existing infrastructure, while also optimizing various metro architectures such as ring, MSPP or mesh,” said Gail Lalk, president of RSoft Design Group’s Network Division.  “MetroWAND even has the capability to build a mesh network on top of an existing ring network.” 

MetroWAND is a PC-based tool built specifically for designing and modeling metropolitan networks.  The software was developed for service providers who need to evaluate the trade-offs between traditional and emerging technologies, and for equipment suppliers who need to identify network scenarios where they can offer a competitive solution.  

RSoft Design Group will demonstrate MetroWAND Version 3.0 at NFOEC 2002, Booth #2233.  The product will be available in the fourth quarter of this year.

- more-

About RSoft Design Group, Inc. 
Offering a comprehensive suite of design and business analysis software solutions to the telecommunications and photonics industries, RSoft Design Group is the only company that provides a full range of simulation and planning software and services across the entire component to network-level hierarchy.  The company’s award-winning products are used by researchers, manufacturers, systems integrators, and service providers to address design challenges ranging from the physics of component design to the business implications of planning wired and wireless networks.  Formed by the recent merger of RSoft, Inc. and Network Design Tools, Inc., RSoft Design Group, Inc. is a privately held corporation with software development offices in New York, New Jersey, Illinois and Silicon Valley, and global marketing operations in the Pacific Rim, Europe, and the Middle East. For more information, visit www.rsoftdesign.com. 
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